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Rules for free writing

Keep Your hano moving
B¢ specific

Use any language
Experiment with spelling,
punctuation § grammar
Sowme writing can be

juwh

Descriptive
Visualize a scene from Your classroom and free write o

description of that scene



Teaching Writing

O Draw on students’ funds of knowledge
and interests

O Demonstrate through think-aloud and
connect reading with writing

O Use graphic organizers

O Individualize through teacher-student
conferences in a writing workshop
format

O Use text frames as necessary to reduce
language load



All students have experiences, which 4
can be used in English writing J}«\

O Personal experience
O Experience with school subjects

O Knowledge of writing In first
language

O What are some other experiences that can be
drawn upon to help with writing?



Writing as a process
Writing workshop format

Mini-lessons for demonstration
Individual conferences

Explore T deas
/7 \ \
T hink

?oliS"\ RCGJ

\ Wri \"'&4/

How do you approach writing as a process [—
rather than focusing on the product? _]}p




Using funds of knowledge
Paw Htoo, Thai-Karen (kuh-REN)- grade 5

Travel Narrative



Demonstrate

Fold a paper into sections to create boxes for drawing and
writing.

Think aloud as you begin to draw in the first box. Use
academic language such as “setting” as you talk through
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Next steps
Writing instruction for Paw Htoo

O Narrative writing

O Builds on funds of knowledge




Story Frame

Title:

1. Beginning —Build Up (develop setting, introduce characters)

2. Middle — Climax (the most exciting part of the story)




How do you draw upon students’ funds of knowledge?




Individual writing conference

Marco, second generation Emergent Bilingual Mexican-
American- grade 3
Animal Information



Whole Class Goal: Organize
Information

O Browse animal books and decide on one a animal

O Collect ideas and information from books and the internet
using graphic organizers

O Teacher demonstrated writing about her animal while using
a text frame

O Students wrote using the text frame

O Polishing

O Individual conferences

O Students read their informational text to a small group




O h eCtoh

- ,‘IQ: chem‘a&"‘S fut haot bl
.’SP' . .is. ofa
Y00,

Ao cksg*nlrr- g &5 w@g;-

. A chestahis4fd or 504 Lohn,
i‘\r\f_} he 1S 34 oIl omd'
will “Wetyp to 1O 48




Animal Information Text Frame

Animal

How it looks

Size

Where it lives




Next steps
Writing instruction for Marco

O Provide many opportunities to write additional
iInformational texts across the content areas

O Build on his new skills of organization and using paragraphs




How do you individualize writing instruction for your
students?




Inquiry, Graphic Organizers and
Text Frames

Shenghan, recent Chinese arrival- grade 10



Book Browsing, Generating
questions, narrowing a topic & KWL
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Descriptive Text

There are kinds of

. The first kind of

It

The second one is

t

The third kind is

Now you can recognize the

kinds of




Descriptive Text Frame

3 N N E
There are 7/ /0. kinds of __ /214" . The first kind of __ 7 17
Ayeé PLaaes B

Verbital prang
o weat home g

The second one is

2 50 H e ;mf!e e

Now you can recognize the _ﬁ’égﬂb kinds Ofﬂ.ML

(literacyleader.com)




Tte Piano

By #. 5@-%” L
1 ame not & piane player, that's one of the most lmportant reasons that why 'w sp bmpressed
andd amazed by this pretty stuff when | flrst saw this musical instrument in the local
Instriment, [ f2lt the elegance of itself- So, Rs for my long time of researching about pians,
flnally decided to summarize them together.

- * ®

Piano, a kind of very old instrument, was invented in Italy. As the style of
this country, beauty, is something that they were finding for centuries. You
must can realize this by the first scene of this country. So, piano, also get
the soul from this nation, contains the cell of elegant and beauty.

There're two main kinds of pianos. The first one is the Grand Piano, and
the second one is the Upright Piano. There’s also a third kind which is not
usually considered as a kind in pianos’ family.

The Grand Piano is usually seen in the stage performances or movies
and films. It is the most original style of piano, and also the most heavy and
cumbersome one among all these three. It's usually about 800 pounds
weight! That's very heavy for an instrument. And also, it is considered as
the most expensive one, not only for piano, but also among all the
instruments in the world! In common markets it's at least $10,000 for each,
and THIS one can even sell at = , AN
$1,500,000! It's made by L83t
Steinway & Sons Company,
named Sound of Harmony,
using 40 different kinds of
valuable woods, covered with a
Chinese ancient painter’s
classical and famous painting
about landscape, and it took

< workers 4 years to complete.
Now it's in a Chinese’s hand.

The Upright Piano is much cheaper and much easier to see in daily life.
The student who wants to play at
home besides the school likes to
play on their own piano, and the
Upright Piano is absolutely the best
choice. It's cheaper, it's smaller and
thinner, and also—it's a PIANO! If
you buy an electronic board, but it
cannot play the soft and beautiful
sound like the real pianos do. Soit's
the best choice to buy one for practice, for only $3,000 or $4,000, and also
smaller size for only about 400 pounds.

The Third Kind, or the Not-Piano Piano, is a kind of summarize of these
three kinds of boards: electric boards, electronic boards, and digital
boards. These three boards are very relative themselves—but NOT WITH
PIANO! These boards have changed very different from pianos, like their
unpleasant sound, like the principle
of making sound, and even looking!
They're the cheapest ones and
smallest ones among all three kinds.
It's only weight for about 40 pounds,
and only worth about $250 to $650. :

Cheap, isn’t it? But the trail of development is going further and further from
the classic pianos. The people making them are always focusing making
them contain more and more kinds of instruments’ sound, like violin, flute,
or even Erhu (well that's my instrument...)!

Probably talking so long about boring PIANO is not pretty fun for you,
then I'll tell you some more about myself that I've mentioned some earlier in
the document. As | said, | love piano, but I'm not a player, so | don't know
how to play it very much, but if there’s these three kind of pianos, I'll
absolutely pick the Grand Piano. What? You're asking me why? Am...
there’s a lot to say about. First, | think the Grand Piano is more classical, it
can be the representative of the whole western music culture. Second, it's
about my personal habit, | always prefer the prettier one (probably...).
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Informative Essay Outline i

Topic:

Attention Grabbing Opening:
Background Information:
Related Topic 1:

Related Topic 2:
Related Topic 3:

Topic 1:

Details:
Example:
Quote:
Transition:

Topic 2:

Details:
Example:
Quote:
Transition:

Topic 3:

Details:
Example:
Quote:
Transition:

Conclusion
Restate Original Topic:
Restate Three Related Topics:
Conclusion:




Fhengpdaw Liv, GVGFE Calimdi

Senghan Loty 515V Colombis

Something about Piano

BY 7. Stheng-Han L
AS @ visitor, | got @ chance luckily to VISIE the music sohool of the university of South Caroling,

and | was really amazed bg those ﬂmag nua"pmtty plansos. Some were old, soms were beautifid, and
Sowme were speclal, none of them were exactly same, everyone has their own trait.

* » *

So, today we are going to discover piano from three topics: Craft
Style, Sound, and Principle of Making Sound.

And here we go.
Topic I: Craft Style

574 is always one of the most important elements that

made up the culture of piano. One of the reasons why many pianos were
sold very expensively is because of the magnificent carvings on their
faces, or the luxuriant paint that were used to paint the outside of them.

As soon as | saw those old pianos in the USC, | was impressed by their
fancy patterns and carvings on their surfaces. Although some of the
displays are not pianos, the patterns are still fancy and elegant. Just like
the one named «mvsica disparvm dvicis Concordia vocvm» (French). It
was a kind of old fashioned keyboard, but actually it was covered totally
with a lot of French style patterns, such as some
parrots and bright-colored blossoms, etc.
Although it was very simple designed compared
% with a modern piano, | was still amazed by the
E way the decoration.

Recently | have read a book named 88 Keys:
The Making of a Steinway* Piano. It's about how
the workers in Steinway & Sons make their
pianos. There’s some pianos that | really like:

1

they made 300,000™ piano for the White House, and that one was really
pretty, with eagles as its legs, it can really represent the most creative
piano back those days.

The patterns always in different materials, such as copper, gold, or
different kind of wood, and the designer must make sure that the mass or
the space of the materials won't make the quality of the voice from the
piano, and that leads us to the Topic |I: Sound.

Topic I1: Sound

Have you listened to any light music with pianos? Well, | think for
everyone, the most unforgettable memory is always that long, smooth,

and sweet cguau/ That sound is very special for pianos, and that's
one of the most important differences between other keyboards and piano.

This sound, the long-
always appears up in

movies, in music
popular culture. The

good music, like Canon in MY /
Moonlight Sonata, and SN
that played by piano.

lasting  piano  voice,
different situations, in
soundtracks, and also
piano itself can play very

D major iano),
other very famous music

For me, the sound of piano is forever and
endless, because it can pull people’s mind and the soul of people’s body.
Like now I'm listening to Fiir Elise, and it's really beautiful and amazing.
Although it’s really short, but its sound really like came with the feeling of
a person that is really incredible. Like what some newspaper said about
piano sonatas, “beautiful and always unbelievable.

So here we are going to have a deep discovery about the Principle of
this incredible instrument, then let’s take a look inside the back case of
the piano!




Shenpden Lo, LT Falioeklis

Topic I1I: Principle of Making Sound

| think not only me, but also everyone who don't play piano, has this

same curious question: what is the,@W of piano? How those
beautiful sounds are made?

And that's a very
hard question without
of professional
knowledge, but, um...
I'll try to explain very
simply, if you really
what is the detail, I'll
suggest you to go to
Wikipedia about the
truth about everything.

So what happens when you
press the key of a piano? The
key is actually a wooden lever, a

E . bit like a seesaw but much

longer at one end than at the

Hamme other. When you press down on

a key, the opposite end of the

I—I H lever (hidden inside the case)
jumps up in the air, forcing a

moexpainnasticon gl felt-covered hammer to

press against the piano strings, making a musical note. At the same time,
at the extreme end of the lever behind the hammer, another mechanical
part called a damper is also forced up into the air. When you release the
key, the hammer and the damper fall back down again. The damper sits

on top of the string, stops it vibrating, and brings the note rapidly to an end.
(From explainstuff.com)

OK, so what did you get from this whole long passage? Actually, | think
most of us can't get the picture very clearly, so | suggest you to find a real
piano to have a look if possible, especially grand piano, those triangle
pianos will easier for you guys to have a look inside. | had a look in the

Fhongen L Y11, Colinilic

College of Music. It's a Steinway & Sons piano, and it's really amazing
when you have a look inside.

The Epilogue

Piano has 400 years history, and it's one of the most popular instrument
now. Its shadow covered across half of western instrument history, and
people can say “the arrival of piano took us the era of music”.

Let's have a short review about what we learned today. We learned the
Craft Style of pianos, the beautiful and moving Sound of pianes, and also
the Principle of piano that explained for us how pianos work.

You can find a real piano and learn more from the hyperlink and other
details in Wikipedia and other internet websites.

By Skenghan Lix

4/14/17

At Home




Next steps
Mini-lesson on headings and

subheadings

O First, point out the strengths of Shenghan’s headings in
an individual conference or with larger group

O Use mentor texts to see how various authors use




More text frames







Problem/Solution Text




Cause/Effect Text




Argument

| think that

because

The reasons for my thinking this




Writing Frame — A Summary of Informational Text

In the (genre: article, essay, editorial, report)
entitled (title)

(author’s complete name)

(verb: explores, investigates, discusses)
(topic and main idea/thesis)




Summary for teaching English
writing

O Students have valuable experiences

O Writing is a process

O Teach writing by
O Drawing on students’ funds of knowledge and interests

O Demonstrating through think-aloud and connect reading
with writing

O Using graphic organizers

O Individualizing through teacher-student conferences in a
writing workshop format

O Using text frames as necessary to reduce language load
O You can get download my text frames on Pinterest

https://www.pinterest.com/lucyspencel/
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