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Descriptive 
Visualize a scene from your classroom and free write a 
description of that scene

Rules for free writing

Keep your hand moving
Be specific
Use any language
Experiment with spelling, 
punctuation & grammar
Some writing can be 
junk



Teaching Writing

Draw on students’ funds of knowledge 
and interests

Demonstrate through think-aloud and 
connect reading with writing

Use graphic organizers 
 Individualize through teacher-student 

conferences in a writing workshop 
format

Use text frames as necessary to reduce 
language load



All students have experiences, which 
can be used in English writing

 Personal experience

 Experience with school subjects

 Knowledge of writing in first 
language

 What are some other experiences that can be 
drawn upon to help with writing? 



Writing as a process
Writing workshop format

Mini-lessons for demonstration
Individual conferences

How do you approach writing as a process 
rather than focusing on the product?



Using funds of knowledge
Paw Htoo, Thai-Karen (kuh-REN)- grade 5

Travel Narrative



Demonstrate

Fold a paper into sections to create boxes for drawing and 
writing.

Think aloud as you begin to draw in the first box. Use 
academic language such as “setting” as you talk through 
your process.

Think aloud as you write a few sentences below the picture.

Continue to think aloud as you draw and write in each box 
using academic language.







Next steps 
Writing instruction for Paw Htoo

 Narrative writing 
 Builds on funds of knowledge

 Builds on first language

 It is motivating

 Builds confidence

 Builds competence

 Can be an element in other types of writing



Story Frame

Title: _____________________________________________________

1. Beginning –Build Up (develop setting, introduce characters)
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

2. Middle – Climax (the most exciting part of the story)
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_____________

3. End – Resolution (solve the problem)
____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________

Useful words:
First next then suddenly seconds later without warning soon
because but and



How do you draw upon students’ funds of knowledge?



Individual writing conference
Marco, second generation Emergent Bilingual Mexican-
American- grade 3
Animal Information



 Browse animal books and decide on one a animal
 Collect ideas and information from books and the internet 

using graphic organizers 
 Teacher demonstrated writing about her animal while using 

a text frame
 Students wrote using the text frame
 Polishing 
 Individual conferences
 Students read their informational text to a small group

Whole Class Goal: Organize 
information



First individual conference: 
I penciled small dots on page 
to show where each paragraph 
will begin for indentation.

Second individual 
conference: Marco read it to 
me so I could understand his 
approximations and I penciled 
in the correct spelling. Then 
he practiced for reading to a 
small group.



Animal Information Text Frame

Animal

How it looks

Size

Where it lives

What it eats

Type of family

_____looks like a _____ A _____is a kind of_____

_____have_____ _____live in_____

_____live near_____ _____are bigger than_____
_____are smaller than_____



Next steps 
Writing instruction for Marco

 Provide many opportunities to write additional 
informational texts across the content areas
 Build on his new skills of organization and using paragraphs

 Introduce new types of writing such as persuasion and 
explanation
 Continue to use teacher-student conferences for 

individualizing instruction



How do you individualize writing instruction for your 
students?



Inquiry, Graphic Organizers and 
Text Frames
Shenghan, recent Chinese arrival- grade 10



Book Browsing, Generating 
questions, narrowing a topic & KWL



Graphic Organizer for taking notes on 
what he wanted to know about piano



Descriptive Text

There are ___________ kinds of ____________________. The first kind of 
________________is ________________________. 
It____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
___________.
The second one is ________________________. 
t_____________________________________
________________________________________________________________
___________.
The third kind is ________________________. It 
_____________________________________
________________________________________________________________
___________.
Now you can recognize the ____________________ kinds of 
___________________________.



Text Frame: Descriptive Writing



Conclusion added in 2nd draft



Next steps
1. Revise conclusion

2. Field trip to USC Music Library
Cell phone photos, hands-on, after the trip notes, 
book check-out



Informative Essay Outline

Topic:
Attention Grabbing Opening:

Background Information:
Related Topic 1:
Related Topic 2:
Related Topic 3:

Topic 1:
Details:
Example:
Quote:
Transition:

Topic 2:
Details:
Example:
Quote:
Transition:

Topic 3:
Details:
Example:
Quote:
Transition:

Conclusion
Restate Original Topic:
Restate Three Related Topics:
Conclusion:





Additional attention to 
conclusion



Next steps
Mini-lesson on headings and 
subheadings

 First, point out the strengths of Shenghan’s headings in 
an individual conference or with larger group

 Use mentor texts to see how various authors use 
headings and subheadings

 Revise headings if needed



More text frames

 Text frames can be used to reduce the language load for 
English learners who are learning to write 
simultaneously with learning the English language and 
American culture



Sequence Text

Here is how a ________________________ is made. First, 
________________. Next,______________________. Then, 
______________________. Finally, ____________________.

Example:

This is how a taco is made. First, put ground beef in a pan with chili 
powder, salt, garlic, and pepper. Next, cook it until it is brown, then 
remove it from the heat. Then, grate some cheese……..



Problem/Solution Text

_______________________ had a problem because _____________________
________________________________________________________________
Therefore, _______________________________________________________
As a result, ______________________________________________________.

Example: 

The Spanish explorer Christopher Columbus had a problem 
because he did not have enough money  for boats, sailors, and 
supplies to find a new trade route to the east…….



Cause/Effect Text

Because of ______________________, ______________________. 
_______________________caused ________________________. 
Therefore ________________________. Finally, due 
to______________________, _____________________. This explains 
why __________________.

Because of investors buying homes in Phoenix, values  became 
artificially inflated. High house prices caused a bubble 
market………..



Argument

I think that____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________because___________________________
______The reasons for my thinking this 
are,__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________So__________
________________________________________________________________
Another reason is_______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________Moreover__________
__________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Because_____________________________________________________________________
These (facts / arguments / ideas) show that__________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Example: 

I think that undocumented workers in the U. S. should be given a 
legal path to citizenship because  the U.S. market created a need 
for such workers………



Writing Frame – A Summary of Informational Text

In the (genre: article, essay, editorial, report)  _________________________________
entitled (title) _______________________________________________________________,
(author’s complete name) _______________________________________________________
(verb:  explores, investigates, discusses) _________________________________________ __
(topic and main idea/thesis) _____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
First, (author’s last name) ________________________ (verb) _________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
The writer/author/journalist______________________ (verb) _________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
In addition, s/he points out that _________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________
Moreover, s/he emphasizes that __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Finally, (author’s last name) _______________________ concludes that __________________
__________________________________________________________________________

Example: 

In the Japan Times article, entitled “The Spell of Beauty,” 
Peter Backhaus and  Yuko Kunimatsu investigate the cost of hair 
services in Tokyo beauty shops………. 



Summary for teaching English 
writing

 Students have valuable experiences

 Writing is a process

 Teach writing by

 Drawing on students’ funds of knowledge and interests

 Demonstrating through think-aloud and connect reading 
with writing

 Using graphic organizers 

 Individualizing through teacher-student conferences in a 
writing workshop format

 Using text frames as necessary to reduce language load
 You can get download my text frames on Pinterest

https://www.pinterest.com/lucyspence1/
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